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HONORING ROBERT F.

PAILTHORPE

HON. DALE E. KILDEE
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2001

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor
to rise before you today to recognize the ac-
complishments of Chief Navy Journalist Rob-
ert F. Pailthorpe, who will be retiring Sep-
tember 28, after 20 years of loyal service to
our country.

Born in Swartz Creek, Michigan in 1963,
Robert Pailthorpe graduated from Swartz
Creek High School, where he served as editor
of the student newspaper, after founding a
community newspaper at the age of 15. He
joined the United States Navy in August 1981,
and after graduation from basic training, re-
ported to Naval Technical Training Center in
Meridian, MS, where he graduated in the top
10 percent of his class, qualifying him for ac-
celerated advancement to Petty Officer-Third
Class. After a stint on the USS Saratoga,
Chief Pailthorpe attended the Defense Infor-
mation School at Fort Benjamin Harrison, and
returned to the Saratoga as Petty Officer—
Second Class. During this time, Chief
Pailthorpe coordinated international media re-
sponse to the American bombing of Libya
after the Achille Lauro ocean liner hijacking.

Chief Pailthorpe went on to serve as Public
Affairs Officer and Department Head for the
Navy second largest recruiting district in Chi-
cago. His success there resulted in two nomi-
nations as Sailor of the Year and three selec-
tions as Support Person of the Quarter. While
in Chicago, Chief Pailthorpe reenrolled in the
Defense Information School, where he be-
came Commanding Officer of his class, and
he was advanced to Journalist-First Class.

After completing a tour on the USS For-
restal, Chief Pailthorpe next assignment was
as Assistant Public Affairs Officer and Assist-
ant Department Head of the Navy’s Blue An-
gels. He oversaw the public affairs mission re-
quirements for over 120 air shows and many
other special projects during the team’s 50 the
Anniversary. He was nominated as Blue Angel
of the Year, and selected as Blue Angel of the
Quarter for his efforts.

In October 1996, Chief Pailthorpe reported
to his current post, Strategic Communications
Wing One as Assistant Public Affairs Officer
and Administrative Department Leading Chief
Petty Officer. In May 1999, he coordinated na-
tional media response in the wake of one of
Oklahoma’s most powerful and destructive tor-
nadoes.

Chief Pailthorpe has been recognized many
times for his service. He has received three
Navy Commendation Medals, three Navy
Achievement Medals, and four Good Conduct
Medals, among many other awards. In addi-
tion, he has always strived to be an important
figure in his community. He has been an ac-
tive member of the Boy Scouts, the Sea Cadet
Corps, was editor of Chicago’s American Red
Cross newspaper, and was adviser and news-
paper editor for the Oklahoma State Chapter
to Prevent Child Abuse.

Mr. Speaker, as the father of two sons who
have served in our nation’s military, I know
very well that it takes a special person to
serve our country in the service of the military.
I am grateful for Chief Robert Pailthorpe’s

dedication and commitment to justice, and I
ask my colleagues to please join me in con-
gratulating him on his retirement.
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Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that I rise today to congratulate the
City of Fayetteville on its recent selection as
an All-America City for 2001. This is quite an
honor, and indeed one that is well-deserved.

In particular, I would like to pay special trib-
ute to those individuals who served on the
Fayetteville All-America City Award Committee
for their tremendous efforts to bring due rec-
ognition to this fine city located in the Seventh
Congressional District of North Carolina.

Under this committee’s exemplary leader-
ship, Fayetteville has been recognized as a
model for all cities across the nation to emu-
late. By encouraging community-wide involve-
ment to help address and solve local issues,
the residents of Fayetteville have shown that
they truly have what it takes to be All-America
citizens.

They are to be commended for their efforts
to implement three innovative programs known
as Operation Inasmuch, MetroVisions, and
Study Circles. By fostering an atmosphere of
commitment, cooperation, and community,
these programs have served to make Fayette-
ville an even better place to call home.

The City of Fayetteville is indeed privileged
to have such dedicated citizens working tire-
lessly to promote all that this community has
to offer. With hard work and dedication, the
residents of Fayetteville have what it takes to
make a real difference. I am confident that
whatever challenges Fayetteville may have—
now or in the future—the citizens of this fine
city will overcome them and go forward with
inspiration, imagination, and innovation.

My fellow colleagues, please join me in sa-
luting Fayetteville for this distinguished honor
of being named an All-America City for 2001.
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute
to a remarkable citizen of Michigan, of our na-
tion, indeed of the world, Heinz Prechter.

Like so many, many others, I was deeply
saddened and shocked at his death on July 6.
1 did not know Heinz Prechter well enough to
know about his inner self. I did not know that
he had been fighting the illness of depression
for many years. I did know him well enough to
have seen firsthand his immense vitality, his
grit, his supreme intelligence and his unique
curiosity.

It was only a few weeks ago that he
dropped by the office in D.C. for a chat. He
was very tanned, I thought perhaps from play-
ing golf with one or more of the endless lumi-
naries with whom his life was intertwined. But

our discussion was very down to earth, which
was the hallmark of Heinz Prechter.

The day before he had been elected the
new Chairman of the U.S. Automotive Parts
Advisory Committee. He had agreed to take
this post, even though he knew that he had al-
ready overcrowded his schedule with a wide
variety of other endeavors such as the Global
Automotive Institute, work on the board of the
Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village,
various projects in the Downriver communities,
all in addition, of course, to his day to day
business dealings. With enthusiasm he dis-
cussed how he intended to pick up the pace
on efforts to win for American businesses and
workers more equal access to the markets of
other nations. On this subject, as was true for
so many others in his life, there was no barrier
because he was an active Republican talking
with a Democratic member of Congress. For
him, life was a web of different pursuits with
changing alliances. He felt that he had the
best chance to get things moving again, using
his impeccable credentials in the automotive
world and his relationships within the political
party to which he was dedicated.

When he was leaving, we put our arms
around each others shoulders; the last thought
in my mind at the time was that I would never
see again that ball of fire, that bundle of en-
ergy.

His life is an example for all—his dedication
to human endeavors and relationships.

May his death serve not only for us to re-
member him well, as he so richly deserves,
but also to tackle with the kind of energy he
possessed the illness, depression, that cost
him his life and cost us an invaluable citizen
and friend. My condolences reach out to the
entire Prechter family.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,

I rise today to recognize Dr. Olive Jack’s tre-
mendous commitment to the health and well
being of the citizens of the Napa community.
Dr. Jack has served admirably in many health
care roles and has been a tremendous suc-
cess in every one.

We can all look to Dr. Jack as a true role
model for serving the public selflessly and tire-
lessly. Currently, Dr. Jack is serving on the
Napa County Commission on Aging, the
Napa-Solano Area Agency on Aging, and is
membership chair of the Napa Association of
Retarded Citizens Board. She is also a mem-
ber of the Board and Executive Committee of
ALDEA, an agency that operates residential
treatment programs for disturbed teenagers.

Dr. Jack began her long career in public
service in the Napa area when she started as
the School Physician for Napa County Super-
intendent of Schools and as a consultant to
Napa County Health Department, in charge of
Child Health Conferences. Following her suc-
cess working with the school district, Dr. Jack
served five years as Director of Health Serv-
ices for the County of Napa.

Previous to her career in public service, Dr.
Jack served her internship and residency at


